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PRIVACY IH OBSERVING THE L0RD*8 SUPPER. 


BY A.L. OAKBKH. 


There is nothing more revoltingto the high 
er sentiments than the custom we have fallen 
into of making the Lord's Supper a public, 
theatrical exhibition. Whenever this sacred 
institution is to be observed, it ih advertised 
from the pulpit and Sashed through the pi ess 
till everybody far and near, know* that auch 
an event is to transpire ; and thia serves as a 
signal of gathering to the human scavengers 
for a high old time ; and in the presence of 
this motley combination of moral disease, we 
are expected to be solemn, feel sacred, and 
remember the suffering, affliction, agony and 
passion of a harmless person, and a dying He* 
deemer. We are expected to make a public 
exhibition of our feet to the demoralizing gaze 
of the worldling, and salute as though we 
were reproducing a scene of ancient romance 
or mythological courtship And then we are 
to eat the body of the Redeemer and drink 
his blood, while a thousand eyes watch every 
act of ceremony, and every movement of the 
masticating organs ; and all this without pre- 
cept, without example, without historical evi- 
dence, without the sanction of reason, without 
the feeling of propriety. 

We are curious to know why we may not 
follow the example of Christ in this feature of 
the Holy Sapper. He may have had a design 
in keeping His last Passover or Supper sti ici- 
ly private, to meet local contingencies. This 
is very probable; yet, as there is no command 
that we should expose onr observance of the 
institution, we are justified in pointing to the 
last Supper as an example in this respect. 
Christ shrouded the location where he should 
feast with his chosen twelve the last time in 
secrecy, so complete, that not one of the dis- 
ciples knew where it was to be held until they 
were actually in the room. When Peter and 
John went to prepare this Passover, they were 
not even told where to do it, but were in- 
structed to follow a man carrying a pitcher of 
water, who would direct them to the proper 
place. When the hour was come he person- 
ally led the remaining ten to the room of cele- 
bration. There, alone, He spent v <hat solemn 
hour with the chosen, who should continne 
the grand work which wascommenced. There 
were no idle eyes to gaze at any of the pro- 
ceedings, and make vain, ridiculous and fool- 
ish remarks about each feature of the observ- 
ance. 

The institution of the Lord's Supper is de- 
signed to call our memories to the sufferings 
of our blessed Master, in redeeming us from a 
bondage most cruel, and a slavery more ab- 
ject than was ever exacted of man by man, 
that we might be encouraged in the great 
fight against sin and untruth, and finally re- 
ceive a crown of life that fadeth not away. 
This being the purpose of the observance, it 
IB not intended to supply the matter for a 
public entertainment, and to amuse the devo- 
tees of Bin and iniquity. It kilts the beauty 
of the observance, compromises its beneficial 
effects upon the heart, and destroys all solid 
enjoyment, to go into a motley congregation 
with the elements of the Lord's Supper, and 
there do openly, before all, what Christ did in 
an upper room, only in the preser.ee of his 
chosen followers and God. May we progress 
until we reach the ancient custom on the 
point under discussion. 
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overwhelmingl y in. 
B ; so strong that 


tvor ol private communions' 


witJL all our enthusiasm in i tavor o f privacy t 
wewtmld stop far on this side of their prac- 
tice. They were moat careful to conceal the 


mann er of observing the communion froia on- 


belie vers, sod even pupils receiving christian 

j' instru ctions were not permitted to remauTTn 

the*cE5rch during this part of the service ; 



courses . 

salem said, "You were once a catechumen,and 
then we did not discourse of mysteries to 
you ; and now that you have attained by- ex- 
perience (been baptized,) to the height of 
those things which we teach, you will easily 

reive that catechumen'8 are not worthy to 
hearers of such things." Gaudentius, 
bishop of Brixia, said in a sermon to the new- 
ly baptized, "I now ope n, *" thffTl tifaHl "P 


presence of the catechumens." St. Chrysos- 
tum said on one occasion, "I would speak 
plainly, but I dare not because of the nnbap- 
tized." At another place he says, "We shut 
the doors when we celebrate our mysteries, 
and keep off all uninitiated persons from 
them." Epiphanins and St. Jerome brought 
a charge against the Marcionites that they de- 
spised this discipline, and admitted catechu- 
mens indiscriminately with the faithful to all 
the mysteries. Palladium censured the ene- 
mies ofChrysostum, that in the tumult raised- 
against him, they gave occasion to the unin- 
itiated to break into the church and see those 
things which it was not lawful to look upon. 
At one time Athanaaius convicted the Mcle- 
tians of false witness against him, when they 
pretended to prove by the testimony of some 
catechumens, that Mecarius, one of his pres- 
byters, upset the communion table at a time 
of the oblation ; he argued that there could be 
no oblation whtn catechumens were present. 
The Lord's prayer, in the fourth century, was 
considered the prayer of the faithful, and was 
never used only in communion services, in 
some churches. The petition, "Give us this 
day our daily bread," they understood to 
mean spiritual bread, or super substantial, or 
super celestial bread. It was never taught to 
the catechumens until a week or two before 
baptism. This is apparent from the writings 
of Theodoret, Chrysostum and Austin. There 
were some so mystified at the great Nicene 
council, Anno 323, that the part of the creed 
that related to the communion, was ordered 
concealed from the learners, and Sogomcn 
says he did not insert the document into his 
history because he thought many uninitiated 
would read his book, and it would not be 
proper for them to know the creed until a few 
days bcfoie joining the church. 

The Apostolic constitutions, the oldest col- 
lection of church rules extant, contains this : 
"Let none of the catechumens, let none of the 
learners, let none of the unbelievers, let none 
of thu heterodox, stay here." Book 8, c. 12, 
Oxford translation. The deacons were to cry 
the above just before the communion service, 
and see that all persons not members should 
leave the house. 

Neander says, at this celebration, as may be 
easily concluded, no one could be present who 
was not a member of the christian church, and 
incorporated into it by the right of baptism. 
, There is a mountain ot evidence which au- 
thorizes pri vacy in holding com m unions, m 


such a one, if such there be, I would like to 
say kindly, through the Evangelist : Can 
you explain clearly to us why it is that the 
foundation of a few Brethren ministers island, 
and not rock-solid rock t Will yeu tell the 
readers of theEvAxriKLiST why a well drilled 
mind, an abundance of time to prepare ser- 
mons ; and above at) a copious salary and 
earnest prayer, are not the onlp remedies pos- 
sible for your enjoyment ; for moving on of 
the great Progressive reform, and for seeming 
rock, solid rock ; — educated, mpp 


tne wntin g s of the ancients, as well as in the 


liiore modern ; a n d why shall we continue to 
expose qui* sol emn lestival to the ridiculous 
View uf 'Ehe'TV rofaww ? 

Still this is not all. It is not pleasing to 
our better judgment, our sense of propriety, 
nor in accordance with the common laws of 
etiquette, to be hedged in by a band of look- 
ers-on when we eat our common meals : much 
less should it be so, when we eat the Lord's 
Supper. 

We do not advocate such privacy as we 
fiiid in the practice ot the ancients ; but we 
do protest against making a publicjexhibitton 
of the Lord's solemn institution, and inviting 
Tom, Dick and Harry to come in and see how 
we do it. Let us reform I 

BeUvitte, Ohio. 
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A FEW THOUGHTS. 

BY A. I,. DAVtH. 

I have just been thinking and wondering 
whether there was a brother or sister in the 
Brethren Church, who conscientiously thinks 
there is danger in his or her community of too 
much time being spent studying God's word. 

Is there any one who thinks his communi- 
ty, especially the ministers of that community, 
would better quit the study of the Bible and 
ancient history so much and "go to work" a 
tittle more ? Does any one feel like saying, 
as he sits on Sunday morning listening to 
God's truth coming from the minister : 
"Brother B., if yon would have "exercised 
your muscle" a little more last week, you 
would not have preached such a good sermon 
to-day ?" How many mean to say i Please 
do not preach so earnestly and interestingly 
next Sunday, brother B. 
^Of course now, I with others may be mis- 
taken ; bnt sometimes I think there are a few, 
perhaps honest souls, still in the Brethren 
church, who do actually say, by action if not 
by word: "Too much good preaching, too 
many souls saved. Too fast, too fast." To 


as the foundation of God's holy church in 
your own community ? 

That far more and exceedingly better work 
can be accomplished by that minister, or 
whatever other profession, who devotes his 
entire time and talent to t hat particular work, 
no well organized church or intelligent person 
denies. From report, the late Annual meet- 
ing held at Dayton, Ohio, would not question 
this fact. 

Yet for fear there will be too much good 
preaching, too many carefully classified ser- 
mons, too much cost, too much progress, or 
some other unknown reason, how many con- 
gregations, are indicating by action that they 
prefer to suffer and perish spiritually, rather 
than to live out what they know for the prog- 
ress and growth of the church, for their, own 
good and for the glory of God V In that near 
happy future, when God's holy minister* shall 
all devote their entire time and talent to the 
great work of Christianizing the world, we 
may hope for a fruitful and bountiful har- 
vest, from the carefully selected seed sown by 
a careful sower into well prepared soil. 

The most severe battle is fought ; and 
Christ's soldiers have come off more than 
conqueror*. We are just stepping into that 
frnitful land. Let us pray that the conquer- 
ors may move forward. 

Lebawm, O., June 22. 

THE TEMPERANCE QUESTION, 

BY D. BAIIlEY, 

The discussion of this- question at the late 
annual meeting, has brought on some expres- 
sions, which, to say the least, are somewhat 
surprising. I am inclined to think, brothei 
editor, that you were about right when you 
said that a great many of the German Bap- 
tists were not at heart devoted to temperance 
principles. At the same time I very much 
tear that there are others besides German Bap- 
tists who are not fully established in the 
cause. 1 have heard Brethren even, claiming 
that beer and whisky were the life of trade, 
and that if the manufacture and sale of them 
were prohibited, general stagnation in business 
would follow. Supposing this to be true, 
which I do not grant by any means, does it 
follow that we should keep quiet and let this 
devouring monster have full sway ? Not by 
any mean-, When a man sets out to accom- 
plish some diabolical act he does not stop to 
consider the possible result to others ; should 
he do this, the act would never be accomplish- 
ed. Shall we then be less zealons in the 
service of the Master? God forbid. He who 
falters in his Christian duty for the sake of 
policy should be ashamed to assume the name 
ot Christian. 

"They enalave their children's children who makecom- 
prumite with sin,'' 

The true christian is willing to labor with 
his bands, eating the bread of poverty if need 
be, to make the Lord's work prosper. I think 
there is too much selfishness in our religion. 
We are too much inclined to think that we 
are going well if we are sufficiently good to 
save ourselves without taking any thought 
for the good of others. 

"Once to eTerr man and Dillon cornea the moment to de- 
cide, 

In the strife of Truth and Falsehood, for the good or evil 
iide." 

Brethren, has not that moment come to us 
as a people and as a nation ? Is it not time 
that we try our faith and see whether there is 
anything in it beyond or above what was in 
the philosophy of the heathen ? I do not 
claim that the law in itself is sufficient to ac- 
complish much, but it will help to make the 
traffic dishonorable ; it will cause these hu- 
man vampires to conceal their holes with even 
heavier screens ; it will serve to remove the 
style which, in too many localities, still hov- 
ers round this iniquitous practice. This may 
seem to be a very trifling matter, hot you 
know very well that your sons are not in much 
danger off being misled unless their traducers 


have some standing in society, unless they 
are naturally depraved, and this will not be 
the ease, unless there is some reason for it. 

I am in earnest in this matter; I maintain 
that we, a*, a church, have need to lift our 
eyes above these perishing things of earth and 
try to catch at least an occasional glimpse of 
the refulgent glory that shines forth from the 
Sun of Righteousness, that seeing this we 
may perchance, have onr minds enlightened 
to such an extent that u\> may have a faint 
realization of the transoendant beauty and 
wonderful cbndeKCciiiiloni of the gospel pfen, 
and be made to (til our utter un worthiness 
and insignificance, and if w e truly feel this 
there is some hope that we may be made to 
feel t hit it is better to save a soul than amass 
a fortune. Let us put the temptation behind 
u« and let the love of Christ come in. 


Reflections, 

No, 24 of the Evaxhemst was received 
last evening, and after reading its tidings 
from so many parts of the Lord's heritage, I 
feel to address the contributors. 1st, is a 
dcNcrtation upon "The church an J her offi- 
cers." by friend A. Bricker, of Williams coun- 
ty, Ohio. He is a servant of Jesus and one 
feels heavenly rapture* whilst in his home. 
The sweet songs he sings and the fondness 
manifest on his part for talking of Jesus, all 
make the man of God feel that it is truly good 
to be in the christians home. We ho]ie to 
see the day when brother Bricker will espouse 
the Brethren's cause more fully. How long 
halt ye r" Put on the whole armor. 

2nd, is from brother Spauoglc. We had 
our say with him during our visit east. Only 
would say that we have arranged for him to 
be in Ohio this coming autumn, when you 
may expert to hear good news from North 
Liberty. 

3rd. The next is from the Silver Creek 
church, Williams county, Ohio. Brother Kiss- 
er tells us that the Brethren at their feast, 
chose brethren Kimmel and Collins as their 
ministers. We are personally acquainted 
with these noble young brethren, and space 
forbids me saying to them what my heart 
feels, and with a heart of gratitude to God for 
putting it into the hearts of His children here 
to select such as standard bearers, I only say 
to you, be faithful in word and deed. 1 can 
truly sympathize with you. This is a new 
epoch in the history of your existence. 1X> 
not Ijcgiu in the spirit and end in the flesh. 
Remember the premise "'Be thou faithful un- 
to death, and I will give thee a crown of life.* 
Your calling is a high and holy one ; adorn it 
by studying the life of Emanuel. Teach the 
lost the saving jiower of the Gospel. Re- 
member over thai it is the power of God unto 
sal vatiou. 

Next we have the news from our brother 
Kilhcfner, of the West Independence love- 
feast. How we would have enjoyed it. Wo 
promised last spring to be with thorn, but 
could nut at that time. If it was not that we 
knew the disposition of brother Hazen, w« 
would expect a scold idg for disappointing 
them ; but will rest easy. Think, however, 
we shall be able to redeem our premise by thy 

by- 
Next are those "Trans-Missonri Flashes," 
by brother Bauman. Keep them up, brother 
B. Don't let the light go out. Wc like to 
feed upon the bare cereals of the West when 
mected out by such men as Bauman, Ilixson, 
Watson, J, II. Worst, et at. 

We are not through reviewing, but will 
say it was all good, and especially brother 
Ramsey's account of the Concmaugh meet- 
ing. how we long to see the day when 
more such Stephens snail arise, and wield tho 
sword of the spirit, sling the smooth stones 
from the Gospel brook, and slay the Goliah'a 
of modern times. 

I hope our brethren in Ohio and Pennsyl- 
vania will proceed at once toorganisse a Church 
Metensim Union, and place some of onr evan- 
gelists in the field with brother Bashor. What 
a glorious work could be done. Brethren, 
think on these things. Work while it is day. 
Farewell. R. F. Malaott. 

North Liberty, Ohio. 

The sunlight always seems to be watching 
for a chance to get through the smallest pos- 
sible opening in the clouds. Love which for* 
gives because it is love, and which waits for 
every opportunity to manifest kindness, is 
not going to wait to be ssked to forgive. 


